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DETAILED ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 
Informalities 

On page 1, line 19 of the specification, the patent number "2,677,004" to Sanson 
should be replaced by "2,667,004". This should be corrected. 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claim 1 is the independent claim under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claims 2-9 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Referring to the claim, lines 3, the words "molding said from latex" are unclear. 
There seems to be missing text. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rosen (3,226,849). 

Rosen teaches a mask slipper-sock (column 1 , line 51) foot covering and 
describes the method of making such an article of apparel. Rosen teaches forming the 
slipper-sock as having a leg engaging, ankle engaging and foot-engaging portion. The 
mask is formed of a plastic (column 1 , line 66) and/or fiber (or fabric) and comprises an 
inner layer of foam filler material. The mask is attached to the outer surface of the foot- 
engaging surface by stitching the mask thereon. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rosen 
in view of Ogden (5,708,985). 

Rosen discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Rosen teaches forming 
the slipper-sock as having a leg engaging, ankle engaging and foot-engaging portion. 
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However, Rosen does not specifically suggest the slipper-sock as being formed of 
cotton or being milled to be available in different lengths. 

Ogden teaches a sock having a leg-engaging portion, an ankle engaging portion 
and a foot engaging portion and comprising cotton as a material used in the 
construction of the sock (column 5, line 10). Further, Ogden teaches that socks are 
available in a wide variety of designs such as for active wear, sports, walking, hiking or 
other leisure activities (column 1, lines 10-17). These different types of socks are 
designed for specific activities and are milled in different heights depending on the sport 
and aesthetics involved with the sport. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the slipper-sock of Rosen as including a cotton sock 
structure available as milled in different heights along the leg, knee and ankle. 
Providing such a height differences would allow the proper covering of the leg or ankle 
of the user and extend the throat and neck area of the puppet mask character thus 
further hiding a child's arm and enhancing the play factor. 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rosen in view of Harrison (6,241,930). 

Rosen discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Rosen teaches a mask 
slipper-sock foot covering and describes the method of making such an article of 
apparel. Rosen teaches forming the slipper-sock as having a leg engaging, ankle 
engaging and foot-engaging portion. The mask is formed of a plastic (column 1, line 66) 
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and/or fiber (or fabric) and comprises an inner layer of foam filler material. However, 
Rosen does not specifically suggest portions of the character mask as being formed of 
latex molded by an injection molding apparatus. 

Harrison teaches a garment for wearing and including a decorative portion 
thereon provided for aesthetic reasons and where the decorative portion can be formed 
of a rubber material (column 2, line 7) and there further, the decoration is formed by an 
injection molding apparatus (figure 3 or column 1, line 17). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the slipper-sock of Rosen as including a portion of 
the mask as including a plastic formed by injection molding. Providing such a mask 
would allow the slipper-sock character to retain its shape for a longer period of time. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rosen 
in view of Boersema (6,385,779). 

Rosen discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Rosen teaches a mask 
slipper-sock foot covering and describes the method of making such an article of 
apparel. Rosen teaches forming the slipper-sock as having a leg engaging, ankle 
engaging and foot-engaging portion. The mask is formed of a plastic and/or fiber and 
comprises an inner layer of foam filler material. The mask is usable as a slipper-sock or 
as a hand puppet. The character may include an amusing animal head having a mouth 
where the mouth is articulated as if to talk. Further, the mouth is hinged so as to form a 
sole 8 whereupon a child's foot engaged a floor. Rosen teaches the sole formed of a 
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"usual wearing surface". However, Rosen does not specifically suggest providing the 
sole or bottom of the slipper-sock as including a non-skid sole pad layer. 

Boersema teaches a sock for a child and teaches the sole or bottom portion as 
including anti-skid layer portions 112, 1 13 for assuring a "grip" on the floor as the child 
walks or crawls thereon. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the slipper-sock of Rosen as including a mouth 
portion or sole part of the slipper-sock of the mask as including gripping means in the 
form of a non-skid sole pad layer. Providing such would enhance the "mouth" of the 
character animal when used as a puppet in that it can form ridges such as those found 
on the palate and wherein providing such would enhance the grip on the floor by the 
child's foot when work as a slipper-sock. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rosen 
in view of Anderson (4,776,800). 

Rosen discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Rosen teaches a mask 
slipper-sock foot covering and describes the method of making such an article of 
apparel. Rosen teaches forming the slipper-sock as having a leg engaging, ankle 
engaging and foot-engaging portion. The mask is usable as a slipper-sock or as a hand 
puppet and is formed of a plastic and/or fiber and comprises an inner layer of foam filler 
material sandwiched between the foot-engaging portion and an outer fabric covering. 
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However, Rosen does not specifically suggest the filler material as comprising a 
polyester fill material. 

Anderson teaches wearing apparel for children having simulated play 
accessories. The accessories which can comprise a holster or microphone and wherein 
the play items further comprise polyester fill material (from column 2, lines 44-46). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicants invention to construct the slipper-sock of Rosen as including a fill material 
of polyester within the character puppet. Providing a polyester fill material would extend 
the "life" of the puppet since polyester is a strong material enabling the child to use the 
slipper-sock over and over for a long period of time. 

Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rosen in view of Ellingson (6,216,279). 

Rosen discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Rosen teaches forming 
the slipper-sock as having a leg engaging, ankle engaging and foot-engaging portion. 
Rosen teaches a decorative mask sewingly attached to the slipper sock and teaches 
this on the upper part of the foot-engaging portion. However, Rosen does not 
specifically suggest the slipper-sock as including the decoration being placeable on the 
ankle portion or the leg-engaging portion. 

Ellingson teaches a sock having a leg-engaging portion, an ankle engaging 
portion and a foot engaging portion and comprises decorative attachments to the sock 
on the leg engaging portion 112 and the ankle engaging portion 115. 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the slipper-sock of Rosen as including a decorative 
character mask placeable on the ankle or leg engaging portions. Providing such an 
option would allow different play options and the wearing of the slipper-sock with other 
garments or portions of garments. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fox illustrates a garment including removably attachable molded 
latex decorations thereon. Tann illustrates a slipper-sock including an attached 
character head on the sock. Cardwell illustrates a character mask on a sock. 
Devereux-Batchelor et al. Illustrate an infant slipper-sock including decorative animal 
portions. Daly illustrates a sock including decorative portions forming part of the game. 
Adeli illustrates decorative attachments for use with a sock. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /f 
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